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In memory
of one who
fought

"By Loretta Tofani

Inquirer Staff Writer

More than 150 family members and
* friends attended a Mass last night in
memory of David Chickadel, 35, a
well-known AIDS activist in Philadel-
phia who died May 11 of complica-
tions resulting from AIDS. Chickadel
had been a radiology technician at
Thomas Jefferson University Hospi-
tal. ‘

Two of his friends, Anne Green-
berg and Bill Randall, spoke of
Chickadel at the Mass at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church, on 13th
Street near Chestnut,

“David and I led very different
lives,” said Greenberg, “but we
shared a passion for laughter and an
abiding love for flowers.” She was
his first “AIDS buddy,” a volunteer
who visits and helps an AIDS suffer-
er with daily chores.

Randall, who has AIDS and co-
founded with Chickadel the organi-
zations We the People With AID-
S/ARC and Act Up, said in his eulogy,
“His concern for others was really
and truly astouding. He was ill. Yet
he always took it upon himself to see
that I had a hot meal.” :

Chickadel’s activism gave him
prominence. He was a member of the
state Task Force on AIDS, and in that
position encouraged officials to give
hospice care to AIDS patients and
more financial assistance to people
who could not afford AZT, the drug
used by many AIDS patients.

Just four days before his death, he
participated in a demonstration at
City Hall for increased funding for
drug treatments and health-care pro-
grams for people with AIDS and ARC,
or AlDS-related complex.

In the front pew, Chickadel’s parents, Eleanor and Charle;

Sometimes his sense of activism
led to actions that shocked others.
Earlier this year, while appearing on
a television show, he obscenely de-
nounced a police officer as ignorant
for denying that police and ambu-
lance crews were refusing to take
people with AIDS to the hospital.

He was unafraid to tell people he
had AIDS. In fact, last year he was
featured in a People magazine story
covering the disease’s nationwide
scope. He was included as a repre-
sentative of the Philadelphia AIDS
cominunity.

“He wanted to bring people with
AIDS together,” said Ana Forbes, di-
rector of Action AIDS, in an inter-
view yesterday. “He talked about em-
powerment, about not feeling

~convert friends into virtual fami

helpless.” 1

Chickadel was born in Wilmin
fon, the son of a homemaker and
machine operator for a bakery stor
A graduate of Wilmington Hi%
School, Chickadel was a hairdress¢
in Wilmington for several years bl
fore moving to Philadelphia and h
Job at Jefferson. He lived in an apay
ment near Rittenhouse Square.

Chickadel told his parents he ha
AIDS a year ago, said his mothe
Eleanor Chickadel, who attended tH
service last night with her husban
Charles. “So many parents disow|
their sons and neglect them,” sh
said. “How can they be parents an
disown their children? He fought fg
people with AIDS, and I'm proud
him for that.”

Chickadel was known for his h
mor, his flamboyance and his abilit
through his warmth and concern,

members,

Another friend, Rosina Rucci, 32,
legal secretary, said Chickadel woul
“tell you things your mother woul
tell you,” like “Don’t forget your un
brella when you leave because it
raining out,” and “You should we
your hair off your face; you-have




