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NEW YORK — Norman
Rene, the founder and artistic
director of the off-off Broad-
way group the Production
Company, has died. He wag
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A friend, Debra Kletter,
said Rene died May 24 of AIDS
atNew York University Meds-
cal Center in Manhattan.,

Rene was known for his
skill atelicitingﬁnelydetailed,
naturalistic performances
from actors, and for his mas-
tery of an intimate ensemble
style.

Born in Bristol, R.I., he
started college at Johng
Hopkins University with the
intent of getting a degree in
psychology, but transferred to
Carnegie Mellon University to
study acting.

Hemoved to New York City

in 1974 and founded the Pro-
duction Company three years
later. For the next 12 years,
the company presented an
average of 12 theaterand caba-
ret productions a year,

Renealsodirected the 1992
movie version of “Longtime
Companion,” one of the first
films to deal with the AIDS
epidemic.

He is survived by his com-
panion, Kevin McKenna; hig
mother, Margaret Rene of
Cherry Hill, N.J - and a sister,
Claudia Karrot of Annapolis,
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Cummings of Elmer, N.J.

It is scheduled to be heard
June 28 by the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadel-
phia.

Cummings declined to com-
ment for this story.

His lawyer, Thomas Neu-
berger, said Cummings and
the church are not seeking to
nullify New Jersey’s gay-
rights law.

“We just want to eliminate
the portions that are toobroad
and violate a person’s right to

\N\“W/{///ﬂ

Cremation Sociel
of Pennsylvania

MAKE LIFE EASIER!

Times are changing,and traditions
are changing,
Folks like you want things simple
and economical creamation is
the only sensible alternative,

Avoid costly funerals and wakes,
Make Pre-Arrangements Now!!
MAKE LIFE EASIER!

Call for all the information,

1-800-722-8200

Or write for free brochure at 1

S

freedom of speech and reli-
gion,” he said. “It’s g pretty
broad-based statute that can
be used to harass people.”

Neuberger said the law
goes too far because it penal-
izes people for “aiding and
abetting”a discriminator, boy-
coi;tingA & minority-operated
business and failing to post
the non-discrimination post-
ers.

State deputy attorney gen-
eral Williams Lorentg said his
agency hasvoluntarily agreed
to postpone enforcement ofthe
poster provision until the law-
suit is resolved.,

He said Cummings, in his
capacity as a minister, would
not have to comply with the
provision, even if it were be.-
ing enforced.

“That’s what’s so strange
about this lawsuit,” Lorentz
said. “The plaintiff keeps tell-
Ing us that he’ll be prosecuted
for some type of wrongdoing,
and we [keep] saying he won’t
be.”

But Lorentz said he is not
willing to offer blanket immu-
nity to anybody who would
challenge the new law due to
religious reasons.

“Wecan'tlet people become
a law unto thamenlon. » 1



