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government check every month.”
When a siew doctor comes to the
mountains, the.“pill-euters” gather

. like moths at his door.

Dr. Ricky Collins found that out in
1992 when he opened a clinic in

“T'll tell you, buddy; these prescrm
tion drugs are bad news. But you can |
_see.why people mess with them Look
around; fhere’s hothing tp here. If
you donft wark in the mines, there’s
nothing. So- people get.on disability |
and they get prescriptions for anxi- |
ety and depression. And pretty soon
ﬁH—H{C} want, is that buzz, and that ~
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Jose- A:” Alvarez, 34, of Northeast
Philadelphia, a social worker praised
for bringing AIDS programs'to Phila-
delphla s Latino community and ad-
mired for giving — as he sometimes
“did — the shirt off his back; died
Thursday of. complications of AIDS at
Frankford Hospital. )
“Jose Alvarez was one of the first,

. Latinos'in Philadelphia to reeognize
- the problem that AIDS posed to the

Latino commumw and to do some-
thing about it,” said Alba Martinez,
executive director of Congreso de
Latinos Unidos.
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has lived for 200 years. “The first 10

people I saw in this office were drug
said Collins, a thin man |

seekers,”
with a huge fhap of the world wallpa-
pered in hiseffice. “They try you out,
see what they can get. .

“I know people who have been on
Valium and othér prescription drugs
for 30 years. The doctors didn’t real-

ize back then how addicting the stuff

reallv was_ And this ig mtn:no coun
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That role did not surprlse his sis-
ter, Maria del Carmen, who said her
brother “was most of all about ¢ caring
for other people. All of his projects
to be helping
somebody-in one way or
another.”

His work in AIDS began
in 1986 when, as a em-
ployee in the admissions
department of Episcopal

re people
‘olombian
r County

William
¢ has ag-
me after
over the

iles from
use in
T Roscoe
paring to
when the
1sure ac-
overpre-
-and pre-
nmediate
patients.
led to ac-
ainkiller

overpre-
er, who
oal town
ne right
Hing any-

ger-type

e cough
Acker
tbout the
S' ’ .
hooked,”
¥ _prose-
his step-
ither was
¢ in the
11S pater-
I the
JK” That

P

reached . into the -
"~ wondered how she tumbled into a

try, where injuries run hlgh Backs |

are®crushed, legs broken. That's how
a lot of miners became addicted. But
younger people look at these drugs
as.a way out. A lot of them have
pharmacy and medical books, and
they know what to tell you. We've

had them throw abselute conniption

fits because I don't gwe them what
they want.”
Mary Beth Thacker, 19, has had her

share of fits and now faces a list of
worries. béyond her arrest - fora-

forged prescription for 60 Valium and’
Lorcet. She is also'charged with re-
ceiving stolen property from her boy-
friend, Scott Wampler; who was ar-

several pharmacies and- stole thou-
sands of pills, Police say Wampler
sold much of his booty in George’s
Branch, a ragged hollow where cars

waited in line to buy dope and fence |

anything from guns to TVs.
Thacker, her ashy -arms crossed,
her hazel eyes teary under russet
eyeébrows, leaned agamsi _the jail
window. - as” outside wa-gra

nitains: She

world where she met guys like the
one who she said c¢ut his finger off
and slashed open his belly to get
painkillers. One time he jumped in
front of a car

“Some of them are just plumb
crazy.” she said as a fan pushed hot
air over a tiled floor. “So much of my
life has been a blackout. I'm not
doing too good.”

She mcd to smile hu mnmh dark.
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' AIDS patients and to edu-
~cate their fammes about

. stores,
rested on charges that-he broke info 7/

Hospital, he volunteered
time to comfort isolated

the disease.

In March 1988, he took
his passionate commit-
ment to the welfare of AIDS patients
to Congreso. There he served as a
hotline counselor, outreach worker,
HIV testing counselor and case-man-
ager with Programa stuerzo whlch
he helped establish.

While an outreach worker, Mr. Al

-~ varez moved the AIDS program to the

community, visiting - bars, drug-
shopping centers, crack

houses and beauty parlors to find

" people with AIDS.

In 1991 he was chosen Employee Of
the Year by his fellow workers. Two
years later, he was named director of
Programa Esfuerzo, whi®h reaches
40,000 Latinos a year through educa-
tion, testing, counseling and, other

- programs.

“He was very laid-back and shy,
butin the way of some shy peoplie. he
was passionate and single-minded in
his commitment to doing whatever
he could to help peopie with AIDS."
said David Fair, executive director of
We the People Living with "AIDS.

Though he did not enjoy “the bu-
reaucratic stuff,” Fair said. Mr. Alva-
rez took part in planning meetings
where needs were assessed and

Yo T 9 ey

' people. — counselor,
whatever it would. take,” Fair said.
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- money distributed and often was the
. only one speaking out, for Tow-in-
~come: [atino péople.”

“He was a loyal advacate for those
dishwasher,

“He did not get into it because he was
a professional but because hé cared.”

He was pivotal in developing Pro- -

grama Esfuerzo from a small'volunteer

effort into the major provider of AIDS™

service in the Latino commumty
Creative and intelligent, Mr. Alva-

rez was admired as well for hls posi--

tive, can-do outlook.

“He had a lot of ideas, a lot_of

energy.” said Rebeca Barragan, di-

Jose A. Alvarez
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rector of program operations at Con-

- greso. "When something needed to

be done, he would just jump in and
do it, rather than ‘Wwaiting for some-
one else.”

That attitude created a

one hand, he took pride in
his appearance; on the
other, he was moved to give

ing — to those in need,
“He .was always well
dressed,” Barragan said.
“He ~was ‘proud of being
Puerto -Rican’ and he
wanted to make sure he
would portray a positive
image with his appearance.’
_ But charity limited his wardrobe.
“He only owned one pair of shoes,”
Barragan said. “When he bought one
pair, he would give the other away.”
The sweaters she bought for him
he gave to clients. He literally gave
away the shirt he was wearing and
went around in his undershirt. Mr.
Alvarez, who was born in Puerto
Rico, moved with his family to New
York and then, when he was 13; 10
Philadelphia. He . graduated from
South Philadelphia High School in
1978 and studied at Shippensburg
and West Chester State Universities.
He is survived by his mother, Ner-
ida Alvarez; Lis father, Jose Maria
Alvarez: his stepfather Jorge Viega-
Pires; sisters, Maria del Carmen and
Mercedes Alvarez; brothers, Noel,
Frankie and Jose David; and his ma-
ternal grandmother, Dolores Torres.
A viewing will be held Monday
from S to 9 p.m. and Tuesday from 9
1o 11 a.m. at St. Luke and'the Fpipha-
ny Church, 330 S. 13th Si.. where the
service will be at 11 a.m. Tuesday.
Burial will be at Oaklang Ceme-
tery, Adams and Ramona Avenues.
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