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Don McCleary, 47, of Dal-
las, co-chair of the Human
Rights Campaign’s board of
directors and longtime gay
activist, died April 14 from
AIDS complications,

McCleary, former manag-

Don McCleary

ing partner of the Dallas law
firm Gardere and Wynne,
joined the HRC'’s board of di-
rectors in 1991 and served as
its co-chair since 1994. He
helped found the HRC’s Fed-
eral Club, a major donor pro-
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A Look At Same-Gender Marriages

Featuring:

The Commitment Ceremony Of A Same-Gender Couple

Followed by:
A Panel Discussion On

"SAME-GENDER WEDDINGS"

Panelists includinfz
Father Paul Washington ~ Reverend Jeffrey H. Jordan
Nancy Forest Christopher Purdom Joe Perkinson
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gram, and played a key role in
building the organization’s
presence in Dallas.

He received the Anti-Defa- -
mation League Jurisprudence
Award and the HRC’s Ray
Kuchling Humanitarian
Award last year, in addition
to the Excalibur Award at his
law firm for his exemplary
contributions — a tribute be-
stowed only twice before in
the firm’s 70-year history.

“Don’s passing is ... a ter-
rible tragedy for the gay and
AIDS communities,” said
Elizabeth Birch, the HRC’s
executive director. “Don
worked tirelessly so that one
day, all Americans will enjoy
fullequal rights, freedom from
discrimination and the uncon-
ditional love of their families.”

McClearyissurvived by his
partner, Daniel Pettii; his par-
gnts, C.C. “Mac” and Maxine
McCleary; and a sister,
Carolyn Cassleberry. ¥
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