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Dominic

Bash, hairdresser

who helped AIDS victims

\ By Ralph Cipriano

| INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Dominic Bash, 46, a South Street
hairdresser who ministered to men
dying of AIDS and made flamboyant
public appearances in drag, died Sun-
day at his South Philadelphia home
of complications from AIDS.

Mt. Bash, who had pale, shoulder-
lerigth, blond hair, loved to be outra-
geous.

:Last year, he led the Lesbian and
Gay Pride Parade, strutting from Rit-
tenhouse Square to Penn's Landing
in~a purple-and-pink sequined leo-
tard.and a lavender feathered boa.

tn 1991, Mr. Bash was master of
cenemenies at the third annual Com-
idg OUt Block Party on Pine Street.
He ware a tight black skirt, fishnet
stockings and a tiara.

V"Dotninic was sort of a working,
living example of what being out of
the closet really means,”" said David
Fhir, director of We the People Liv-
ing With AIDS.

+"He was joyful,” Fair said. “Domi-
nic celebrated every moment of his
life, even his anger. And he had a lot
of anger. He was very bitter about
how he was treated as a gay man by
his .church, and how people with
AIDS were treated.”

He found 2 peeitive outlet for hic
anger.

In 1973, Mr. Bash, a former semi-
narian, co-founded Dignity of Phila-
delphia Inc., a church group for gay
and-lesbian Catholics. For the last
dozen years, he was coordinator for
Dighity's AIDS ministry.

In that role, he visited hundreds of
men dying of AIDS, and he managed
to stay remarkably upbeat. On the
dashboard of his car, he had a sign
that read, “Expect a miracle.” There
was no miracle, but Mr. Bash hugged
and kissed AIDS victims anyway. He
also helped men renew their spiritu-
ality and plan their funerals.

It was emotijonally draining work.

“After the first experiences, | cried
my 2yes out,” Bash said in a 1991
interview. “Now, 1 just feel like the
guide, guiding men along. | just give
a little nuriuring, loving and caring
that they're not getting from mother
church.”

“He- gave to people what he so
much wanted for himself — uncondi-
tional-love,"” said Joseph Ciavarella, a
close friend.

Mr, Bash was always hugging peo-
ple. -

When he went to Mass, and it was
time for people to offer each other
the sign of peace, Mr, Bash hugged
everyone in sight.

“They had to hold up the Mass
because he was still working the
crowd,” Ciavarella recalled.

Sonone of the time Mr. Bash spent
in e seminary was ever wasted.

“Deminic was a priest in the true
sense of the word," Fair said. “He had
thé three essentials of being a priest:
He truly cared about people, he under-
staod .what God meant to people and
he knew how 1o dress up.”

h was a Kensington native
whorgraduated from North Catholic
High. School in 196S. He was seminar-
iarr fn the Oblate of St. Francis De-
Sales.

My

*] was brought up as a Roman Cath-
olic, being taught to love one an-
other,” Mr. Bash said in the 1991
interview. “Yet they couldn't love
me and I couldn't live a lie. They say
they hate the sin and not the sinner,
but that's bull. You cannot separate
my sexuality from me."”

At his South Street salon, the Ab-
bey, Mr. Bash cut hair while his
Siberian husky, Natasha, hung out
looking for treats. His customers in-
cluded many nuns, whose haircuts
were always free. Mr. Bash often
amused his patrons with stories
about the social
life of seminar-
ians, or the lat-
est parties he at-
tended on his
last all-gay
cruise.

est about who he
was that he
forced people to
make a decision:
lighten up or
check out.

One of cross
dressing inspira-

Dominic Basl:

at a memorial tions was Ma-
service. dcuna. When
Mr. Bash

strapped on his
cone-shaped bra and the rest of his
vamp costume, he dubbed himself
MaDominic.

“He scared me,” Ciavarella said.
“He was all the stereotypes of what a
gay person is supposed to be."

Ciaverella recalled watching Mr.
Bash parade around in drag and
thinking to himself, “This man is
being all of who he is and saying ‘To
hell with you."

Mr. Bash sometimes made the cler-
gy just as uneasy.

“He challenged traditional reli-
gious people to expand their under-
standing of the place of religion in
your life," said the Rev. Rodger
Broadley, rector of the Episcopal
Church of St. Luke and the Epipha-
ny, of which Bash was a member.
“He really believed that your whole
life, every aspect of your life, was
related to your religious spiritual-
ity,” the rector said.

Mr. Bash made a habit of showing
up at city shelters for the homeless,
where he cut hair for free. He got to
know the people on a first-name ba.
sis.

“Renee likes her head shaved, then
she wants me to put a part in it," he
said in a 1984 interview. "It looks like
somebody put an ax through her
head."

In 1991, Mr. Bash helped organized
a demonstration where protesters
from Act Up, the AIDS Coalition to
Unleash Power, sprinkled condoms
on the altar of the Cathedral Basilica
of SS. Peter and Paul. Cardinal An-
thony J. Bevilacqua was preaching at
the time.

Mr. Bash met the cardinal on many
occasions, once giving him a flag
that represented gay and lesbian peo-
ple. He also offered the cardinal un-
solicited fashion tips.

Four years ago, Mr. Bash tested

He was so hon- -

positive for HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS.

“All my friends have passed,” he
said in a 1991 interview. “I don't
know why I'm still around.”

Mr. Bash was afraid of pain, but he
never feared death.

“It's an experience you only do
once,” he once told a man who was
dying of AIDS. “Death is like a roller
coaster. At the end of the ride, you're
going to end up in the hands of God.
So enjoy the ride.”

He is survived by his mother,
Marge, and two brothers.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. Saturday at St. Luke and the
Epiphany.

Contributions in his memory can
be made to the St. Luke’s Hospitality
Center for AIDS Ministry, Church of
St. Luke and the Epiphany, 330 S. 13th
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107.
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