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Dominic Bash, hairdresser 
who hetoed AIDS victims 

By Ralph Cipriano 
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.Dominic Bash, 46, a South Street 
hairdresser who ministered to men 
dying of AIDS and made flamboyant 
public appearances in drag, died Sun­
day at his South Philadelphia home 
of complications from AIDS. 

tfr. Bash, who had pale, shoulder-
length, blond hair, loved to be outra­
geous. 

Last year, he led the Lesbian and 
Gay Pride Parade, strutting from Rit-
tenhouse Square to Penn's Landing 
in-* purple-and-pink sequined leo-
tafdvand a lavender feathered boa. 
^ntjttl. Mr. Bash was master of 

ceremonies at the third annual Com­
ing Ô t Block Party on Pine Street. 
He wore a tight black skirt, fishnet 
stockings and a tiara. 

J'tlominic was sort of a working, 
lining example of what being out of 
the closet really means." said David 
Fair, director of We the People Liv­
ing With AIDS. 
•"tftrwas joyful," Fair said. "Domi-

nk_celfibrated every moment of his 
life, even his anger. And he bad a lot 
of anger. He was very bitter about 
how he was treated as a gay man by 
his ..church, and how people with 
AIDS were treated." 

He found a positive outlet for hi? 
anger. 

In 1973, Mr. Bash, a former semi­
narian, co-founded Dignity of Phila­
delphia Inc., a church group for gay 
and-lesbian Catholics. For the last 
dozen years, he was coordinator for 
Dignity's AIDS ministry. 

In that role, he visited hundreds of 
men dying of AIDS, and he managed 
to stay remarkably upbeat. On the 
dashboard of his car, he had a sign 
that read, "Expect a miracle." There 
was no miracle, but Mr. Bash hugged 
and kissed AIDS victims anyway. He 
also helped men renew their spiritu­
ality and plan their funerals. 

It was emotionally draining work. 
"After the first experiences, I cried 

my eyes out." Bash said in a 1991 
interview. "Now, I just feel like the 
guide, guiding men along. I just give 
a little nurturing, loving and caring 
that they're not getting from mother 
church." 

"He- gave to people what he so 
mu.cb. wan ted for himself—uncondi­
tional-love," said Joseph Ciavarelia, a 
closo friend. 

Mr, Bash was always hugging peo­
ple. 

When he went to Mass, and it was 
time for people to offer each other 
the sign of peace, Mr. Bash hugged 
everyone in sight. 

"They had to hold up the Mass 
because he was still working the 
crowd," Ciavarelia recalled. 

Soflone of the time Mr. Bash spent 
in. "We seminary was ever wasted. 

"Dominic was a priest in the true 
sense of the word," Fair said. "He had 
the three essentials of being a priest: 
He truly cared about people, he under­
stood-what God meant to people and 
he Jotew how to dress up." 

jjJrjTBash was a Kensington native 
whorgraduated from North Catholic 
High.School in 1965. He was seminar­
ian in the Oblate of St. Francis De-
Sales. 

Dominic Bash 
at a memorial 
service. 

"I was brought up as a Roman Cath­
olic, being taught to love one an­
other." Mr. Bash said in the 1991 
interview. "Yet they couldn't love 
me and I couldn't live a lie. They say 
they hate the sin and not the sinner, 
but that's bull. You cannot separate 
my sexuality from me." 

At bis South Street salon, the Ab­
bey, Mr. Bash cut hair while his 
Siberian husky, Natasha, hung out 
looking for treats. His customers In­
cluded many nuns, whose haircuts 
were always free. Mr. Bash often 
amused his patrons with stories 

about the social 
life of seminar­
ians, or the lat­
est parties he at­
tended on his 
last all-gay 
cruise. 

He was so hon­
est about who he 
was that he 
forced people to 
make a decision: 
lighten up or 
check out. 

One of cross-
dressing inspira­
tions was Ma-
UUUUUt ft „ w i l 

Mr. Bash 
strapped on his 

cone-shaped bra and the rest of his 
vamp costume, he dubbed himself 
MaDominic. 

"He scared me," Ciavarelia said. 
"He was all the stereotypes of what a 
gay person is supposed to be." 

Ciaverella recalled watching Mr. 
Bash parade around in drag and 
thinking to himself, "This man is 
being all of who he is and saying 'To 
hell with you." " 

Mr. Bash sometimes made the cler­
gy just as uneasy. 

"He challenged traditional reli­
gious people to expand their under­
standing of the place of religion in 
your life," said the Rev. Rodger 
Broadley, rector of the Episcopal 
Church of St. Luke and the Epipha­
ny, of which Bash was a member. 
"He really believed that your whole 
life, every aspect of your life, was 
related to your religious spiritual­
ity," the rector said. 

Mr. Bash made a habit of showing 
up at city shelters for the homeless, 
where he cut hair for free. He got to 
know the people on a first-name ba­
sis. 

"Renee likes her head shaved, then 
she wants me to put a part in it," he 
said in a 1984 interview. "It looks like 
somebody put an ax through her 
head." 

In 1991, Mr. Bash helped organized 
a demonstration where protesters 
from Act Up, the AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power, sprinkled condoms 
on the altar of the Cathedral Basilica 
of SS. Peter and Paul. Cardinal An­
thony J. Bevilacqua was preaching at 
the time. 

Mr. Bash met the cardinal on many 
occasions, once giving him a flag 
that represented gay and lesbian peo­
ple. He also offered the cardinal un­
solicited fashion tips. 

Four years ago, Mr. Bash tested 

positive for HIV, the virus that 
causes AIDS. 

"All my friends have passed." he 
said in a 1991 interview. "I don't 
know why I'm still around." 

Mr. Bash was afraid of pain, but he 
never feared death. 

"It's an experience you" only do 
once," he once told a man who was 
dying of AIDS. "Death is like a roller 
coaster. At the end of the ride, you're 
going to end up in the hands of God. 
So enjoy the ride." 

He is survived by his mother, 
Marge, and two brothers. 

A memorial service will be held at 
2 p.m. Saturday at St. Luke and the 
Epiphany. 

Contributions in his memory can 
be made to the St. Luke's Hospitality 
Center for AIDS Ministry. Church of 
St. Luke and the Epiphany, 330 S. 13th 
St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 19107. 

Death Notices 

ASHER 
Jan. 25, 19*3. ULUAH (no* Rosenberg), el Phla. 
Pa* wife M M t a l i Abraham Aslwr, mother ot 
Barbara BroRMtM and Kmnrd Asher, sister of 
Franctt Kaufman and Joseph Rotr-*$rw abo 
survived by 7 granddtMraa and 7 araat grandcha-
dreo. Relatives and Mends ire invited to urvleet 
Wad. 10 A M . JOSEPH LEVIHE AND SON, N. 
Broad St above 71st Ave. Int. Adatti Jeshunin 
Cem. F imiv wo) return to the Brorotein residence. 

BARftTT* 
JEAN (nee Ciancagttti), Jan. 23, 1993, wtf* el the 
late Frank, devoted mother ol Richard; abo 2 
erandehodren JermHer and Staci, dear sister of 
Fred Ciancaetim, GOda Fargoniere and Anna 
DiBva. Relatives and friends are Invited to viewing 
and funeral Thurs. morning ado to 9:30 AM. , at 
Eptphanv Church, 11th and Jackson its. Mass el 
Christian Burial to begin V-JO A M bit. private. Air. 
by VINCENT GANGEMIFUNFRAL HOME, INC 

BERMAN 
Jan. 24, 1*93, HERMAN, husband ot Roslyn (nee 
Rosenxwetg); lather el Rise Berman, Phvlls 
Bamett, Joel Berman and Linda Berman; brother 
el Yetta Gold; grandfather of Nathan. Relatives 
and friends are Invited to Funeral Services, Wed. 1 
P M precisolv, GOLDSTEINS' ROSENBERG'S 
RAPHAEL SACKS, M M N. Broad St. tnt Monte-
nor* Cem. Shiva w * be observed at tils late resi­
dence. Contributtont In Ms memory may be made 
to me American Heart Association. 

BINDER 
On Jan. 20,1993, MARGARET, beloved wife of the 
late Nicholas and devoted mother of the late Frank 
and Jacob Binder; grandmother of Marie FeWi 
and Frank Binder. Retattvts and friends are 
invited to attend her Memorial Service FrL, 11 
A M , from FLUEKR FUNERAL HOME, 044 
Bristol Pike (Rl. 13), f 

BLUM 
CATHERINE E. (nee Schragen), age 104, on Jan. 
24, I f * ) , formerly of Phla. wife of the late Peter, 
devoted mother of Joseph, Elisabeth Schtuckebier, 
Henrv and Vincent and the late Willam, Chaites, 
Bernard and Leo; also survived by 20 grand-
chfdren end M great grandOuWren. Relatives and 
friends er» Invited to cal M0 A M , Thuix, 
Nettvttv 01 Our Lord Church, 425 W. Street Rd., 
Warminster ltT74 (at York Rd.). Mass 01 Christian 
Burial, 11 A M . int. Holy sepulchre Cemetery. 
Remembrances In her name to the above Church 
or a charity of your choice would be appreciated 
by the famty. (ANTON B. U R B A N . Ambler) 

B0RRELU 
Suddenly, Jen. 24, 19*3. WILLIAM F . age 35, 
beloved son ol Mary (nee Joyce) and the late 
Wnam J . loving brother ol Carat Trast and 
Edward Borren, dear uncle of KeM Anne and 
Daniel, brolher-ln-iaw ol John Trast and nephew 
ol Jack McCuo. Relatives and friends Invited to his 
funera l T h u r s . , 1:10 A . M . , M U R P H Y , 
RUFFENACH FUNERAL HOME. 3rd and WoH 
Sts. Mass of Christian Burial M0 A M . Our Lady ol 
Ml. Cermet Church. ML Gates of Heaven Cem., 
Berlin, N-J. Friends may cal Wed. eve. 7 to 9. The 
famltv requests donations be made to Our Lady ol 
ML Cermet Church. 

B0TTGER 
Jan. 24. 1WJ. JOHN ROYLE, of VNanova. Pa» 
husband of Frances (nee McGitm) Bottoer, father 
of John B, Bonger, M D . and David A. Battgor, 
M D J also survived by Ms granddaughter, Hama 
R. Bonger, Ms daughter-in-law, Karen Bottger 
and Ms Brother, w a u m C Bottger. Relatives and 
friends are invited to Ms Memorial S-rvtce FA, 11 
AJM., SI. David's Episcopal Church, Vaaev Forge 
Rd., Wevne. Int. private. In lieu ol towers, memo­
rial donations may be sent to the Baker Rehaban*. 
tton industries. 13 Retread Ave. Paoll, Pa. 19301. 

(MCCONAGHY FUNERAL HOME, Ardmere) 

BOYLE 
GEORGE J. (BUD), on Jan. 25, 1993, husband of 
Helen Prondergast Boyle, of Unwood, Pa. 
Relatives and friends trt Invited to attend hit 
funeral ado Thurs. from THE WARO FUNERAL 
HOME, 1459 Market St, Unwood. Mass of 
Christian Burial, 10 A M , from the Mel* Saviour 
Church, Unwood. Burial wti be tn SS. Peter and 
Paul Cam.. M a r t * Two. Friends may can Wed. 

DERM0DY 
Formerly ol 2224 Memphis St, Holy Nan 
Pttla., Pa- on Jan. 45. 1*93, FLORt 
daughter ol the lata VrtUam and Katie (1 
ki her nth year. Relatives and Mends 1 
la attend her Mass of Christian Burial I 
the Chapel ol St Joseph's Manor, Meat 
P a . where Mends may cal alter f AM 
Cathedral Com. No viewing Thurs. e*i 
JOHN F. FLUEHR AND SONS, INC 

DiBIASE 
On Jan. S, I N I , ANGEUNE (nee Can 
el Ernest Jr . of Somertale, N J . egg 41, 
Ende III and dauBhler-biHaw C a r * i* 
sale and son-in-law, Wayne Lucarm, gi 
or ol 4, sister ol Mary Cacchto, Jaaa 1 
Ralah carona and Louis* Utfe. Fun 
Thurs. 10 A M from Our Lady el Oral 
Somerdate, N J . Ent New St Mary's C 
(no Thurs. morn. 130 to M 0 A M from 
GENE J. SALE FUNERAL HOME,» 
White Hon* Pike, Stratford, N J . In (ten 
latnav requests donations to The Same 
pice, P.O. Box A, Moorostown, NJ. etas 

DiMASClO 
On Jan. 24, 1993. ANTHONY C Ol 
•ermertv of Yeadon, P a . beloved hutbi 
B. (nee Bonvini), lather of Oentse Don 
Mark OiMasdo; grandfather ol Kane I 
Lauren and Mark DlMasdo, Jr. brethi 
DiMascle, of valdosta, Ga. Relatives 1 
are invited to attend the funeral Fi t , t 
THE LOGAN FUNERAL HOME. SO! 
Blvd. Yeadon, Pa. Mass of Christum 
Plus X Church, Lawrence Rd. Brat 
A M . Int. SS. Peter and Paul Cem. Prion 
Thurs. evening 7 to 9 P M (Arr. Wm. H. 

DOMIT 
On Jan. 2S, 1*93, HANNAH, of So. PM 
sister ol Joseph and Marina and The 
and Mrs. Emma Anthony and the lati 
Setma; also survived by nieces and nepl 
ttves and Mends are Invited to her VIB' 
MASS Thurs. eve. 7 to 430 P M ki 
Church. Mess w9j M o w 9 P M Thurs. 1 
a) from SI. Marons, 10 A M FrL to SS 
Paul Cam. Springfield, Pa. tn Heu of ft 
ay request* donations be made In her 
Marons Church, 1010 BHworth St, 
17147. (Air. bv FUSCO FUNERAL KOi 

DUFFY 
on Jan. 24, 1*93, TERESA L. (ft* 
Norwood, beloved wn* of me late Da 
devoted mother of Teresa F. MOer, do 
Eton O'Neal and Frederick Seib, tuc 
Stom, Richard Seib and Robert tflM 
and Mends invited to attend her F U N 
FrL at THE CAVAKAGH FAMILY 
HOME, M l Chester Pike. Norwood < 
her Mat* ol Christian Burial M The C 
Gabriel 10 A M tnt Holy Cross Com. f 
cal at CAVANAGH'S Thurs. *v*. 7» 
H*u of towtrs Memorial Contribute 
made to Chldren's Hospital of Phi* 
Civic Center Blvd. Pht t . PA 1*104. 

FIZZAN0 
CATHERINE (KITTY) (000 Dombotl 
24,1*93, of Swarthmore, wife of the I 
W. Fiuano, mother ot Guv FUane 
D t R m " «JS-*Sry |v*il?y- f onndcht 
fives end Mends are Invited 10 attend' 
Christian Burial, THURSDAY, 10 AJ 
Chrvsostom Church, Providence Rd. < 
where friends may c*0 afttr 9 A 
Michael's Com. Memorials may b 
Retirement Fund ol Feliclan SH 
In'esdcmt Ay*. Coraoootis, PA ISIOL 

JAMES F. KNOETGEN FUNERAI 

FORGIONE 
On Jan. 25, 1*93, OUINTA M (nee 1 
kMMg wife of Slaidev; beleved mottM 
Jr . Anthony, Michael and Mare; <M 
Joseph D'AeetHno Jr.; grandmem 
RMatW* and Mends ar* InvlMd to 
Funeral on FrL 9 A M at ANGELONB 
HOMES, ( N C 1414 Easton Rd. (Roslv 
ol Chrtttlan BuriaL 10 A M at St Oav 
314 N. Easton Rd. IWBow Grove), tot 
chre Cem. viewing Thurs. eve. 7 to 9 
Funeral Home. 

FREDERICK 
Jan. 25. tee], CLAIRE M (nee Vote 
wife ol Leo G . mother of Richard J. an 
grandmother ol Richard, Jay and J 
Anthony Volte and Dolores Watson. R 
friends are invited to viewing Frt 
immaculate Heart ol Mary Church, 1 
Rd. Mass ol Christian Burial, 11 A M 
Cem. Donations in her memory to Ann 
Assn., 121 S. Broad St., PhUa., I9IC 
appreciated. (KOLLBR FUNERAL HI 

GALLAGHER 
Sttddettv. Jan. 25,1*93, FRANCIS J. 
husband 01 Joyce F. (no* Booth); tern 
J. Jr., Steven E„ Brian S. and 
Gallagher; brother el Anna Slater; t lu 
3 wandehWren. Relatives and Mini 
viewing Thurs. 9 A M Holy Famty 
HermHaw Stj Mtowed by Maw 
Burial 10 A M No viewing Wed. eve. (I 

GLAESER 
BILL C 74, of Scoltsdale, A X mod j 
survived bv wife Ettiabefb M (nee 1 
daughter CareMm Luedert; and 1 0 
Sjfrvtee Thurs. 2 P M MESSINGERI 
CHAPEL, SCOTTSDALE, AZ 

GREENING 
on Jan. 25, 1993, IDA M Into UeEM 
wtfe 01 !M late Adotph K., moiher < 
Kanneni M., Bruc* A . Lynn M Ro< 
lata Elinor t Greening and Elaine B. I 
survived by 20 grandchildren end 32 
children, she was In her asm year. I 
Mend ar* Invited to attend her viei 
nerel F i t 930 A M JOHN F. PL 
SONS, INC, 3301 -IS Cottmen Ave 
A M . Int. Greenmount Cam. No vlewii 

HART 
Jan. 25,19*3, CHRISTIAN V . fcittwi 
(nee UddeO), father of Nancy Lloyd, I 
holer end Christian V. Hen III; uso 1 
grandchildren and 3 great grandctUM 
and friends Invited to the Funeral set 
P M from THE MARTIN P. BEAI 
FUNERAL HOME, 100 S. St*l* Rd. < 
interment Arlington Com. Friends 1 
hour before Service. 

HERMAN 
On Jan. 25,1993. BETTY Wee Klein), 
detphlen Ants., 2401 Pent*. Av*., Phi 
lata Ralph Herman, sitter of Shirt* 
notice ola Memorial Service wa fata 
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